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Hindus number 1,013,350, or 76 per cent, of the total; Animists,
280,502, or 21 per cent.; and Musalmans, 32,918, or 2 per cent. The
Animists are proportionately most numerous in the hilly tract, though
the Gonds ordinarily return themselves as Hindus. The question of
female infanticide was raised in Rewah in 1893, when a great de-
ficiency of girls was found to exist among the Karchuli (Kalachuri),
Parihar, and Somvansi Rajputs. Measures weie introduced for the
surveillance of certain villages, but the census returns of 1901 gave no
indication of any prevalence of the practice.

The chief Hindu castes are Brahmans (228,000, or 17 per cent.),
Kunbls (79,000), Chamars (78,000), and Telis (36,000). The Telis were
in early days the holders of much of the country, Teli chiefs ruling
in Northern Baghelkhand up to the fifteenth century. Of the jungle
tribes, the most important are the Kols (136,500) and Gonds (127,300).
Brahmans and Rajputs or Thakurs are the principal landholders,
Ahirs and Kunbls being the chief cultivators. The prevailing language
is Baghelkhandi, spoken by 94 per cent, of the population. About
64 per cent, of the inhabitants are supported by agriculture, and
8 per cent, by general labour.

There are no Christian missions in Rewah, and in 1901 only 61
Christians were recorded in the State, of whom 21 were on the staff
of the colliery at Umaria.

The soil falls into two natural divisions, agreeing with the lie of the

country.    On the section north of the Kaimurs, with its deep alluvial

covering, the soil is fertile and bears excellent crops,,

Agncu tire.     ^}\\\Q in the hilly tract cultivation is productive only

in the valleys, where detritus has collected.    Land is classified locally

by crop-bearing qualities, natural formation, and proximity to villages.

The best class is called mar, a form of black soil, especially adapted

to wheat and other spring crops;   sigon is a lighter yellow-coloured

soil, growing rice especially ; dumat is a mixture of the two former;

and bhatta is a stony soil of low productive power.

The principal crops are rice, saman, maize, kakun^ bajra, and kodon
in the autumn; and wheat, gram, and barley in the spring, with sub-
sidiary crops of til and linseed. In the low-level tract of the Teonthar
tahsll poppy is cultivated to some extent.

The main agricultural statistics for 1902-3 are given in the table
on the next page, in square miles.

The area is thus distributed: cultivated, 2,803 square miles, or
22 per cent.; uncultivated but cultivable, 1,290 square miles, or
10 per cent.; forest, 4,632 square miles, or 35 per cent. The rest
is uncultivable waste. Of the cropped area, rice occupies 600 square
miles, or 21 per cent., and wheat 290 square miles, or 10 per cent.
The staple food-grains eaten by the poorer classes are kodon and sama?i